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CME Accreditation

Welcome

It is with great pleasure that we welcome you to this prestigious sci-
entific event, dedicated to advancing the understanding and treat-
ment of colorectal cancer. The symposium will bring together an
esteemed international faculty of experts from around the globe,
committed to sharing their knowledge, latest research, and clinical
expertise.
Over the course of this symposium, participants will have the unique
opportunity to engage in high-level discussions and explore cutting-
edge developments in the field of colorectal surgery, oncology,
pathology, and genetics. With sessions covering a diverse range of
topics-from innovative surgical techniques and transformative tech-
nologies in pathology to genetic insights and personalized treatment
approaches-this event promises to be a comprehensive platform for
learning, collaboration, and inspiration.
We are honored to host such a distinguished lineup of speakers and
participants, and we are confident that this gathering will foster
new ideas, encourage meaningful collaborations, and pave the way
for future breakthroughs in colorectal cancer management.
We look forward to welcoming you and engaging in fruitful discus-
sions that will shape the future of colorectal cancer treatment and
research.

Warm regards,

to the 11th "Colorectal Games" International Symposium
on Colorectal Cancer

N. Gouvas
President of the Symposium

J. Souglakos
President – GIC-SG

E. Xynos
Honorary President



12:45 - 14:15 Session V: Standard Neo-Adjuvant Treatment 
for Rectal Cancer
Chairpersons: S. Kachris, M.A. Kalogeridi

12:45 - 13:00 • Exploring the Limits of Standard Chemoradiation L. Vini
13:00 - 13:15 • Evaluating Short Course Radiotherapy: Benefits and Limits T. Holm
13:15 - 13:30 • Handling Unresponsive Lesions: CRT and SCRT Challenges Y. Panis
13:30 - 13:45 • Is There a Role for Chemotherapy Only? J. Boukovinas

14:15 - 15:15 Lunch Break

15:15 - 16:45 Session VI: Innovations in Total Neo-Adjuvant 
Treatment (TNT)
Chairpersons: N. Androulakis, P. Nilsson

15:15 - 15:35 • Enhancing SCRT with Chemotherapy: A New Frontier  

C. Kontovounisios
15:35 - 15:55 • TNT: For whom and in which clinical setting?

E. Fokas
15:55 - 16:15 • Total Neo-Adjuvant Treatment: Overhyped or Essential? 

R. Glynne-Jones

16:45 - 17:30 Session VII: Genetic Insights in Lynch Syndrome
Chairperson: E. Athanasakis

16:45 - 17:15 • Gene Variations and Their Impact on Management Policies  

G. Moeslein

17:30 - 18:30 Session VIII: Transformative Technologies 
in Pathology
Chairpersons: A. Cheva, M. Tzardi,  K. Papaparaskeva

17:30 - 17:50 • Microbiome Dynamics: Understanding Its Role in Colorectal Cancer  

N. West
17:50 - 18:10 • Next-Gen Digital Pathology: Integrating AI for Superior Diagnostic

Precision N. West

18:10 - 19:00 Discussion and Conclusions: N. Gouvas, E. Xynos,
J. Souglakos

FRIDAY, May 23rd 2025
08:00 - 08:30 Intoduction - Welcome J. Souglakos

08:30 - 10:00 Session I: Advancements in Colon Cancer
Chairpersons: Y. Panis, J. Tsiaoussis

08:30 - 08:50 • Unveiling Right Colon Vasculature: Enhancing Mesocolic Excision 

S. Stelzner
08:50 - 09:10 • Breaking Down the Consensus on Complete Mesocolic Excision 

W. Hohenberger
09:10 - 09:25 • Mastering Mesocolic Excision: Training the Next Generation

S. Laurberg
09:25 - 09:40 • CME and D3: “Flip the Coin” – Who Wins and When to Play?

N. Gouvas

10:00 - 11:00 Session II: Colon Cancer Insights
Chairpersons: G. Moeslein, G. Zacharioudakis 

10:00 - 10:20 • Colon Cancer Onset: Early Birds vs Late Risers C. Stamou
10:20 - 10:40 • Decoding pMMR vs dMMR Lesions: Presentation and Differences 

D. Papamichael

11:00 - 11:15 Coffee Break

11:15 - 12:00 Session III: Neo-Adjuvant Treatments for 
Colon Cancer
Chairpersons: E. Athanasiadis, R. Glynne-Jones

11:15 - 11:25 • Optimizing Neo-Adjuvant Treatment for pMMR Lesions J. Souglakos
11:25 - 11:35 • Tailoring Neo-Adjuvant Treatment for dMMR Lesions J. Souglakos
11:35 - 11:45 • Innovative ctDNA Based Treatment Decisions J. Boukovinas

12:00 - 12:45 Session IV: Comprehensive Overview of Rectal 
Cancer
Chairpersons: E. Chrysou, G. Pechlivanides

12:00 - 12:15 • Defining the Rectum: Anatomical Perspectives S. Stelzner
12:15 - 12:30 • Initial Imaging for Low Rectal Lesions S. Gourtsoyianni



SATURDAY, May 24th  2025

08:00 - 08:30 Intoduction J. Souglakos

08:30 - 10:15 Session IX: Evolving Techniques in Rectal Cancer Surgery
Chairpersons: G. Pechlivanides, G. Tzovaras

08:30 - 08:50 • The Evolving Landscape of Surgical Approaches P. Nilsson
08:50 - 09:10 • Training for Minimally Invasive Surgery: New Curricula K. Matzel
09:10 - 09:30 • Advanced Techniques for Low and Ultra-Low Colo-Anal Anastomosis 

Y. Panis
09:30 - 09:50 • TaTME: Is It Still Relevant? M. Pramateftakis

10:15 - 10:30 Coffee Break

10:30 - 12:20 Session X: Exploring Technical Aspects of Rectal 
Cancer Surgery 
Chairpersons: N. Gouvas, S. Laurberg

10:30 - 10:50 • Beyond TME Surgery: Expanding Horizons P. Tekkis
10:50 - 11:10 • Doing Less: The Case for Local Excision P. Nilsson
11:10 - 11:30 • Managing Failed Terminal Stomas G. Moeslein
11:30 - 11:50 • Failed Coloanal Anastomosis: Decision and Pathways of Salvage 

Strategies G. Stanojevic

12:20 - 12:50 Session XI: New Approaches in Rectal Cancer 
Management
Chairperson: G. Tzovaras

12:20 - 12:40 • Deferring Surgery: The “Wait and Watch” Approach P. Tekkis

12:50 - 14:30 Session XII: Tackling Recurrent Rectal Cancer
Chairpersons: W. Hohenberger, M. Tolia

12:50 - 13:10 • Anatomy Beyond TME Bounders - Exploring Uncharted Territories

S. Stelzner
13:10 - 13:30 • Advanced Imaging for Recurrent Rectal Cancer S. Gourtsoyianni
13:30 - 13:50 • Is There a Place for Neo-Adjuvant Treatment? C. Kontovounisios
13:50 - 14:10 • Selecting Surgery Candidates: Challenges of Amputation T. Holm

14:30 - 15:20 Lunch Break

15:20 - 15:50 Session XIII: Robotic Approach in CRC Surgery 
Chairperson: S. Laurberg

15:20 - 15:40 • Benefits and Challenges N. Gouvas

15:50 - 17:50 Satellite lectures
Chairpersons: E. Athanasiadis, J. Boukovinas, J. Souglakos

15:50 - 16:20 • Targeted anti-VEGFR therapy in mCRC: Advances in clinical 

therapeutic approach N. Androulakis      
16:20 - 16:50 • FGFR2b: An emerging biomarker in Gastric Cancer 

M. Karamouzis
16:50 - 17:20 • Immunotherapy in the first line of gastric cancer: the updated

therapeutic algorithm Ch. Markellos                
17:20 - 17:50 • Different approaches in the treatment of UGI: A scientific debate 

G. Rallis                                 

17:50 - 19:00 Discussion and Conclusions: N. Gouvas, E. Xynos,
J. Souglakos



08:00 - 10:30 Workshop: CRC therapies: Cases discussion
Chairpersons: E. Xynos, J. Souglakos

10:30 - 13:00 Workshop: Current and emerging therapeutic 
approaches for colorectal cancer: A comprehensive 
review. Cases discussion
Chairpersons: E. Athanasiadis, J. Boukovinas, J. Souglakos

13:00 - 15:30 Workshop: Advances in Molecular Mechanisms and 
Therapeutic Strategies in Colorectal Cancer: 
A New Era of Precision Medicine
Chairpersons: E. Athanasiadis, J. Boukovinas, J. Souglakos

SUNDAY, May 25th  2025

Notes
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